John 3 : 1-17
On our recent holiday in Snowdonia, Tony and I were out walking with our dog one day – it was a bit wet, v wet, and we were finding it difficult to read the guide book and map through the raindrops on the cover – we thought we were on the right track – the surroundings seemed to fit the instructions, but then we came upon a sign and a bit of red and white tape hanging from a tree – the sign said – No unauthorized persons beyond this point – well it seemed to be the right track and where else could we go? so we continued along the track for about another half a mile, it was getting a bit narrower and a lot of grass growing in the middle and I felt uncomfortable – what if there was a danger we didn’t know about - after all there were mine works in the area and what if someone saw us – I knew Tony wasn’t happy too.  So we decided to retrace our steps – back to a reservoir where we knew we were definitely on the right road.  We felt better already – off the wrong road and yes another look at the map showed us there was another track just a bit further along – we were soon there and on the right road again.
Why am I telling you this story – well afterwards when I was thinking about this experience I remembered how I felt when I thought we might be on the wrong road…………uncomfortable, uncertain, fearful, doubtful - but we didn’t know there was an alternative.  Then how I felt when we found the right road – even through the rain the day seemed brighter, we were relieved, more certain, comfortable, no fear, we were happy almost rejoicing that we’d found the right road. 
 And that’s just an illustration of some of the ways I felt when I became a Christian – I remember it so well.  I’d thought I was on the right road, but that road had lots of uncertainties, lots of fear and doubt – something wasn’t right ….I felt unfulfilled and I had to do something about it – I knew I had to take action and find the right road ………. it took me thirty years, but I’ve never needed to look back – I found the right road.   It was at that very time when Jesus came into my life – and I felt re-born – I was a new creation – the clouds had lifted, the words of the bible which I had often read, but never really understood although I was aware there was a sense and a meaning there somewhere – well they became real and alive and I was hungry to learn more – I felt this overwhelming sense of a great love and purpose in my life and I just knew I was on the right road – I became more aware of those things I had done wrong and knew I had to seek forgiveness and I still do, but I knew also that this road would eventually lead to eternity with God and who wouldn’t want to live for ever with Him, but in the meantime there was all the wonder and beauty of his creation for me to enjoy and help to take care of – of course there wasn’t always  going to be a bed of roses and there would be difficulties, but I had to trust that Jesus would walk with me and help me through…….  bonus after bonus……….but enough of me – I’ve told you this before,  what about today’s reading…………….

The gospel for Trinity Sunday – John 3 1-17 -  
It was late – it was dark, when the Jewish leader came to Jesus’ residence. Nicodemus, one of the best-known Jewish professors in all of Israel (a member of the Jewish Sanhedrin – the highest Court and Council of the ancient Jewish nation) – he knew it was dangerous for him to be found there but he was drawn to Jesus because he knew of the miracles he’d performed – he wanted to know more – he was putting his life in danger,, but he was willing to risk it. 

In verse 3 Jesus said something which may seem a bit strange – it amounted to a bit of a putdown of Nicodemus – (Jesus, who to many may have been seen as a common, ordinary, lower middle class preacher, was being honoured by a visit from the respected and well-known Nicodemus who acknowledged that Jesus actually had something important to say – he was present wanting to know more – this great master willing to sit at the lowly feet of Jesus, or so it might seem).  and……
What Jesus actually did was to tell Nicodemus that he probably  didn’t really understand anything at all ‘I am telling you the truth; no one can see the Kingdom of God unless he is born again’   In short Jesus was really saying ‘ Nicodemus unless you have been born again, you really won’t understand what I am saying’.  
And it’s true – we can talk to some of our friends, our family, our neighbours about God and his great love for us and what he’s done for us through Jesus – about our services, the way we can see God doing miraculous works right here in our midst, answering our prayers….. but if they haven’t been born again and experienced that power of God’s spirit working in their lives, then it’s all meaningless and probably very boring.

So what did it mean when Jesus’ commanded Nicodemus that he must be born again – well he went on to tell him and its for us too – In  Verse 5 he said ‘No one can enter the Kingdom of God unless he is born of water and the spirit’ and there would be no doubt in Nicodemus mind of what is meant by being born of water.  The baptism of John was an institution known to all.  The first step needed was to become aware of John the baptist’s mission of repentance which he announced was necessary, just as the prophets had announced long before,…….  but that wasn’t enough – John could baptize them with water to cleanse people from their sins, but he himself contrasted that with what his successor, Jesus would do through baptism with the Holy Spirit and with fire.  In other words Jesus was telling Nicodemus that he must do what his disciples had done, firstly seek John’s baptism and then openly join his company, where the power of the new birth ,  the new life was moving.  
I’m aware that many people have known this and experienced it from a very early age and whether it’s sinful of not I feel quite envious of them – if you’ve always known the power of God living in you through his Spirit and known the message of repentance and belief; everything that Paul was saying in our reading from Romans,  then count your blessings – it took me a long time to hear and truly believe that gospel message.  But it’s all in God’s timing and it’s his invitation to us – when and how we respond is entirely up to us – we do have free choice.   

In verse 8 Jesus speaks of the movement of the wind.  The Greek word for spirit has the suggestion of breath or wind; the Hebrew word – Ruach – actually means the desert-wind, that powerful unseen force that seeps across the face of the earth, we don’t know where it comes from or where it goes.

And that’s how God’s Spirit moves – you may feel it, you can perhaps hear it, you can stand in it’s way, but don’t’ wait until you understand it’s course before you allow it to take hold of your life and refresh and revive you.   It offers you what you need to live – trust yourself to it.
But for poor Nicodemus this only seemed to make matters worse and more complicated     God had given the law….. and through trusted leaders  they thought they’d got it all worked out.  God had made a covenant with his people and they knew the part they had to play in it – so what was this freely blowing wind which seemed destructive to their institution?  Nicodemus is confused?   Was He on the wrong road?
Jesus seemed to be quite amazed that Nicodemus didn’t know much about what he’d been saying – after all he’s an accredited teacher in Israel, but didn’t understand.  Jesus went on to say ‘ what we know, we speak….. that’s Jesus and his disciples,  and what we’ve seen, we testify – yet none of you (was he addressing the Jews?)  will accept our message.  So if you can’t believe what to us is an everyday experience of earthly life, how can you possibly believe those higher truths which belong to the life of heaven and which I came to tell you about.  Poor Nicodemus – was he beginning to wish he’d never come down this road??   
Jesus  the messenger of these truths  in verse 13  calls himself ‘the Son of man’ and that term, according to the late Archbishop William Temple, represents the Messiah in His glory and the fulfillment of all that humanity can be and is meant to be….the joining together of the divine truth with the human nature.    What we see in the life of Jesus is the very life of heaven – indeed of God – in human likeness.

Then in verse 14 comes the first hint of the heavenly things.  It is not enough that the Son of Man should come down out of heaven, He must be lifted up. That suggests triumph and glory and that’s part of the meaning, but the reference to the snake being lifted up is pointing to the cross and ascension and how through that all people will be offered salvation – he refers to this again in Chapter 12 verses 32 and 33.

And then we come to the central declaration in verse 16 – why God sent Jesus – the heart of the gospel – God so loved the world that he gave Jesus – at a cost to himself.

Archbishop Temple goes on to say in his commentary that Christianity is the one and only religion for world redemption.    God has visited and redeemed his people.
The Jews had been looking forward to a time when the Son of Man would come to redeem them, but he would also judge the world – but verse 17 tells us that God did not send his son into the world to be its judge, but to be its Saviour.  Alleluia  
Jesus meeting with Nicodemus comes to an end  and we don’t hear of him again until chapter 7 v 50 when he defended Jesus being arrested and then again in Chapter 19 when he went with Joseph of Arimathea and they took Jesus body after the crucifixion, wrapped it in linen with the prepared spices, (v expensive spices) and then laid the body in the tomb……so that evening meeting with Jesus must certainly have had some effect on him to do that – it would appear he was on the right road.

Last week we celebrated Pentecost when Alan talked about the Coming of the Holy Spirit, the Third Person of the Trinity, The Counsellor, the Comforter, the Helper who will draw us, join with us and lead us and explain the truths about God to us.

This week we’ve heard more of Jesus the Second Person of the Trinity – explaining how we must be born again – both through cleansing with water at Baptism, but also by receiving the Holy Spirit.  

It’s all part of God’s (First person of the Trinity) it’s all part of his most perfect wonderful plan of redemption and salvation for the world – his creation.
The three persons of the Trinity all playing equal parts in the redemption and salvation of the world.

Perhaps we can just be quiet for a short time to really allow God’s message of truth to speak to us.

God in three persons - blessed Trinity.
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